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I apn in consequanee obliged to satet, that the reprinting of the award
has been done, and; the circulation of it has been made, 6ntirely
without my sanction or knowledge, and without the sanction or know.
ledge of the Council; and at a meeting of the latter yesterday, I was
unanimously requested to stAte that it was never intended that the
award should be used in subh a manner as it has bpen, and that the
reprinting and circulation of it have _the emphatic disapprobation of
the Council.-I am, sir, faithfully yours,

CHARLES. J. HARE, M.D., President of the Metropolitan
Counties Branch of the British Medical Ass'ociatiop,
and Chairman of the Ethical ComXnittee of the Branch.

Berkeley House, Manchester Square, W., June 7th, 1884.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE LONDON COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS.

SIR,-Your leader last week on the recent occurrences at the College
of Physicians, and the infererces which you draw as to the necessity
for a change in the mode of government of the College, -which shall
admit the Members to a larger share of responsibility, open up a vsta
of change from which, no doubt, many will shrink. But the prospectis one which must be faced; and the changes indicated will surely
come. The close form of government peculiar to the College is the
relic of a time when all corporations were more or less self-elected
close bodies, created by regal favour as select and exclusive bodies.
The College of Physicians has long since advanced from this antiquated
position,- and enlarged its boundaries. It has a constituency of physi-
cians, who are not hospital-officers, but general practitioners,; who are
not the less educated and influential men, and are rapidly becoming
a majority of, if not in, the College. The time has come to determine
their position in reference to the administration of a body of which
they are important constituents, and which cannot long continue to
treat them as mere exerescences. When the new growth becomes more
bulky than that from which it has sprung, and to which it is attached,
it is necessary to rearrange the conditions of life. Amputation is,
no doubt, one method ; but, short of this, other and more invigorating
remedies naturally suggest themselves, and will, it may be hoped, be
employed.

It cannot be anticipated that the general body of Members and
Licentiates will long consent to be treated as persons unworthy of the
suffrage, and incapable of sharing the responsibilities of self-govern-
ment.-I am, sir, yours faithfully, PROGRESS.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
HOME HOSPITALS ASSOCIATION.

THE sixth annual meeting of the Home' Hospitals Association for pay-
ing patients was held on Tuesday afternoon, in the Egyptian Hall of the
MansionHouse, the Lord Mayor in the chair. His lordship explained the
objects of the organisation, tracing its origin to a meetmng held in the
same hall seven years ago in the mayoralty of Sir Thomas White.
During that time the system of payment by patients according to their
means -for the treatment they receive whew inmates of a hospital had
rapidly grown in public favour. The annual report, as read by Mr.
Tomkins, the acting secretary, showed that two of the principal en-
dowed hospitals, St. Thomas's and Guy's, had adopted the system.
The London Hospital, the largest of these institutions, is promoting a
Bill in Parliament to. &bble the geoernors. to ad4nit paying patients,
and: many provincial hospitals, notably the Royal Albert at Devon-
port, were preparing to follow muit.' Statistics were furnished to show
that the demands on the Association, at Fitzroy House were steadily
inreaing; aud of the whole number of applicatiosm received, a con-
iderable number had to' be refused. .The fmancial 'condition of the
Association is highly satisfactory, and its promoters would be willing
to establish and manage convalescent home hoe itals, and especially
one for the reception of infectious cases, providing .those clases of
the 'community who were likely to avail themselves 'of its facilities
subscribed £10,000 additional capital, which would. be required' for this
purpoet. 'The new home which it is proposed to establih for the
reoPtion of infectious convalepeents would be of the highest public
utility, and we trust no difficulty will be found in carrying out so
usefull a project. The adoption of the report was moved by the J)uke
of Northumberland, seconded by Dr. Quaih, and earried. Sir Risdon
Bennett moved the wcond resolution,' declaring that the complete
success which had attended the establishment of home hospitals jus-
tified the Associati6n in taking steps to foim convalescent.home hospi-
tals for paying patients, and expressed his conviction that the sugges-

tion was one of the highest possible importance. Mr. Alderman Stone,
treasurer of St. Thoma*'s Hospital, seconded the motion, which was
supported by Dr. Mahomed and Dr. Theodore Williams.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
FEES OF MEDICAL WITNESSES AT SESSIONS.

SIR,-Two weeks ago, I was subpoenaed by the Crown to give evidence in a case of
felony, at the Clerkenwell Sessions, the prisoner having been a patient of mine.
I was in attendance at the sessions for four days, from 10 to 4 P.M. daily. During
these days, it ix needless, to say that my practice was i-uch neglected, imiy
patients much disappointed, and, in a few instances, patients lost. I do not
think medical men are treated hafithly in beihg subpeniaed 'when their evidence
is useful in enabling justice to arrive at a more accurate conclusion; for I am a
firm believer in justice to all men, hence I am a believer in every man being
adequately remunerated for services rendered.
Looking at my own case, I think (as I dare say you, or any of your readers

will) that justice was, -indeed, very one-sided. Why I say so is this: that, after
th&trial4 I applied at the court for my fee, when I was advised to call upon the
Solicitor for the Treasury at Whitehall. I drove down there, and was informed
that I must make application by letter. Returning home, I did so, and was
duly. forwarded a cheque for the extravagant sum of £4 4s.; firom which, if I
deduct cab-fares, luncheon, and pay to a locumn tenens, you will readily perceive,
not what the balance is, but what I have been out of pocket.
Surely justice is as great.a consideration to medical men as lawyers. Lawyers

look to their pockets as well as to.justice, and generally succeed, in the former, at
least. I, therefore, feel it is truly a shame that our more humane and all
important profession should be so troddeni upon as to allow this state of things
to continue. If medical men, in addition to loss and inconvenience, are to
receive the wages of an ordinary mechanic, a sum which the Crown evidenitly
think adequate for the services rendered, it would at least show some consider-
ation for doctorand patienlt if it -were the custoni to summon the former by tele-
gram or special messenger immediately before the case comiies on for hearing;
and thus, by relieving the pockets of the Crown, add to our own pockets, to our
own comfort, and to the comfort of our patients. I should be pleased to know
if I cannot legally claim more for iny four days' attendance, or, in the case of
another similar subpoena, if I can claim exemption from attendance.
Hoping I have not trespassed too far upon the limaited space of your valuable

JOURNAL, I enclose my card, and will be pleased to read aniy observations you or
your readers mlay make upon the grievance of, yours very truly, J. L. C.

*** We quite agree th4at the scale of allowvance to witnesses is often very inade-
q nate. But, until it is revised, witnesses, at any rate in criminal cases, have no
power to insist on higher payment. Under an Act passed in 1851 (14 and 15
Vic., c. 55), a Secretary of State is empowered to make " regulations as to the
rates or scales of payment of costs, expenses, and compensations to be allowed,
or ordered to be paid, to prosecutors and witnesses, and persons attending the
court in obedience to any recognisance or subpcena in cases of criminal prosecu-
tions." An elaborate scale of costs was issued by the Home Office in 1858, and
is the one now in force. Under It, the highest allowance to prosecutors and
witnesses, being members of the profession of law and medicine, is one guinea
per day, with a Small addition for travelling expenses. The courts may, in cer-
tain cases, order additional remuneration to witnesses who have been especially
active in apprehending offenders; but this power is not likely to be of much
benefit to gentlemen who have to attend in their professional capacity.
While the present scale of allowances remains in force, we fear that witnesses

in criminal cases must put up with inadequate payment, and console themselves
as best they may by the, thonght that, like jurymen, they are giving up their
time for the public service. The hardship might, of course, be minimised by
impfroving the arrangements as to settling beforehand when cases will be taken,
and so avoiding the unnecessary waste of timecaused by the attendance of wit-
nesses on days when they are not wanted. The Home Secretary might also
revise the scale of fees, go as to sanction the paymnent of proper compensation to
those who attend. But, unless the class of men who are aggrieved unite and
make' their grievance felt, nothing will be done, and medical witnesses will con-
tinue to waste their time in courts when they need not be there, and to lose
patients and fees which are not repaid by the country. It must always be
remepibered, however, that medical witnesses summoned as experts, and not as
mere .wituesses of fact, can dictate their own terms; and can even, if they
choose, make them so high as to be .practically prohibitive. Medical men
who do not choose to give expert testimony can protect themselves, just as they
can praqtically settle tor themselves their own chosen scale of fees in other
parts of their work.

MEDICAL ETIQUETTE.
SiR,-The following, ase has been the subject of dispute between myself and aneigibosrjing practitioner. May I alsk you kindly to give your opinion upon it?The -facts are asi 'follows.

I had a case under treatment for a week or two, and was then told by thepatient's wife that friends were Wrorryinig her to let someone else see him, and
had mentioed the name pf a neighbouring practitioner; but that neither she
nor the patient desired it.
I offered to meet aty cbnsultant they might wish ; or, If they would prefer achng, givle the case up altogether. They both expressed themselves as per-

fectly sat4sBed, and requested me to continue attendance.
Upon makin ;ny .usual visit one morning, I learnt that the practitioner inq,hestlon had been sent for that he had seen the case, and intended to continuetHieattendance.
His reawon for so acting appears (as per enclosed correspondence) to' he -because


